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PRESIDENT ’ S MESSAGE 


Dear  Juniors: 


"Coming  together  is  a beginning, 

Keeping  together  is  progress, 

Working  together  is  success!" 

The  Junior  State  Federation  in  conjunction 
with  the  State  Department  of  Social  Security  has  success- 
fully completed  the  blind  survey  in  this  state.  It  was  a 
worthy  project  with  one  goal  - to  bring  more  happiness  to 
people.  This  survey  required  a great  deal  of  careful  plan- 
ning and  hard  work,  in  which  the  Junior  olubs  did  their 
part. 


I want  to  personally  thank  each  county  chair- 
man and  each  Junior  or  Senior  clubwoman  who  participated  in 
this  survey.  They  rendered  a great  service  to  mankind  and 
it  is  indeed  a challenge  to  the  Washington  Juniors  to  continue 
such  civic  projects. 


Sincerely, 

Your  president, 
THEO  MAYS 
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AN  APPRECIATION 
to  the 

JUNIOR  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS 
of  the 

STATE  OF  WASHINGTON 


Our  survey  of  the  Blind  in  the  state  of  Washington  has  been 

completed. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  at  this  time  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
to  the  splendid  group  of  women  in  the  Junior  Women's  Club  of  the  state  of 
Washington  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  making  possible  its  success. 

Although  our  State  organization  is  not  quite  two  years  old,  and  we 
lack  representation  in  a good  many  counties,  through  your  sincere  coopera- 
tion we  endeavored  to  reach  every  blind  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  state  of 
Washington  in  order  to  help  assure  a brighter  future  for  them. 

I wish  to  recognize  and  express  our  appreciation  to  those  women  in 
the  Senior  Federation  who  carried  on  the  work  in  those  counties  which  lacked 
Junior  representation. 

The  survey  has  brought  to  our  attention  a real  need  for  talking 
book  machinos  and  with  this  realization  there  has  been  created  a new 
enthusiasm  for  the  work  we  are  doing. 

The  state  and  county  departments  have  been  more  than  gracious  in 
assisting  us. 

Mrs.  Malcolm  Mays,  our  State  Junior  President,  and  Mrs.  James  Barton, 
who  served  as  vice-chairman,  did  more  than  their  share  to  bring  about  its 
success.  I commend  those  fine  women  who  gave  unstintingly  of  their  time  as 
county  chairmen  and  appreciate  what  the  Lion's  Club  and  other  civic  groups  did 
to  cooperate  with  us. 

I wish  that  I could  name  every  person  who  took  even  the  smallest 
part  in  completing  this  project,  and  thank  you  individually,  but  you  know  the 
part  you  have  played  and  may  feel  a warm  glow  within  in  the  knowledge  that 
your  task  was  well  done.  Now  that  I have  seen  what  you  can  do,  I am  sure 
great  and  good  things  will  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 

Sincerely, 

ELOISE  LLEWELLYN 

(Mrs.  E,  E.)  Eloise  Llewellyn 

State  Chairman,  Blind  Survey 
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INTRODUCTION 

«*—  — — — — . — — — — — — *** 


Many  questions  have  heen  asked  about  the  number  of  blind  in  the  state 
of  Washington  by  national  organizations  interested  in  programs  for  the 
blind,  as:  How  many  totally  blind  persons?  How  many  who  can  see  a 

little  but  have  not  sufficient  vision  with  the  aid  of  glasses  to  read? 
Under  what  arrangements  do  those  persons  in  'Washington  who  have  these 
impairments  of  vision  live?  How  many  have  been  able  to  solve  their  own 
economic  problems  even  though  blind?  How  many  feel  they  could  benefit 
by  vocational  training? 

These  and  many  similar  questions  could  be  answered  only  by  guessing. 

The  State  Department  of  Social  Security  realized  a definite,  construc- 
tive and  permanent  program  could  not  be  planned  on  figures  based  upon 
such  indefinite  estimates. 

The  only  factual  information  was  the  1930  United  States  census  which 
stated  there  were  792  sightless  persons  in  Washington,  These  figures 
are  more  than  six  years  old.  This  information  did  not  include  those 
who  classed  themselves  as  having  light  perception  nor  did  it  include 
others  who  had  seriously  impaired  vision.  The  census  information  did 
not  give  the  answers  necessary  to  plan  for  adequate  legislation  or  for 
the  planning  of  a program  for  the  blind.  Information  made  available 
through  the  survey  makes  it  possible  for  this  state,  with  the  new  legis- 
lation, to  develop  a program  which  will  assist  blind  persons  to  take 
their  placo  in  their  communities. 

Ld3s  of  one’s  sight  is  not  reason  to  feel  all  doors  to  activity  arc 
closed.  Many  opportunities  arc  open  to  the  blind.  This  survey  was  the 
first  step  in  bringing  some  of  those  opportunities  into  reality. 

The  Junior  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  at  their  1936  annual  convention 
accepted  the  responsibility  of  a survey  which  would  answer  the  above 
questions  and  other  information  needed.  The  survey  was  to  be  carried 
out  in  every  county  within  the  state,  the  information  to  be  gathered  by 
personal  calls,  and  the  expense  of  these  calls  was  borne  by  the  local 
clubs. 

It  was  necessary  to  have  uniform  information.  To  accomplish  this  the 
schedules  (shown  in  the  appendix)  were  worked  out  in  cooperation  with 
the  State  Department  of  Social  Security,  A manual  was  prepared  and 
placed  by  the  State  survey  chairman  in  the  hands  of  a chairman  appointed 
to  the  responsibility  of  gathering  the  survey  information  in  each  county. 
This  manual  had  step  by  step  information  for  making  the  survey,  including 
interpretations  and  definitions  of  information  asked  in  the  schedules. 
Census  cards  distributed  to  churches,  lodges,  clubs,  and  schools,  were 
used  as  one  means  of  securing  the  names  and  addresses  of  blind  persons 
in  each  community.  Newspapers  cooperated  in  publishing  a copy  of  the 
census  card  to  be  clipped  and  mailed  to  the  county  chairman.  Through 
several  of  the  radio  stations  the  chairmen  arranged  for  announcements 
over  the  air  regarding  the  survey  and  asked  for  names  of  persons  Those 
impairment  of  vision  was  of  such  degree  that  they  could  not  read  with 
the  aid  of  glasses. 

The  census  cards  were  indexed,  segregated  by  geographic  districts,  and 
assignments  made  to  the  individual  enumerators  who  made  neighborly 
calls  in  the  home  and  secured  the  schedule  information. 
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The  gathering  of  schedules  for  the  survey  was  completed  early  in  1937, 
the  work  being  done  simultaneously  by  the  various  county  chairmen. 

To  insure  uniformity  the  schedules  were  filled  out  by  the  enumerator 
and  not  by  the  blind  person  or  some  member  of  the  family.  The  enumer- 
ator then  returned  the  completed  schedules  to  the  county  chairman  -where 
they  were  chocked  from  the  master  file.  When  all  known  blind  within 
the  county  had  been  contacted,  the  completed  schedules  were  forwarded 
to  the  state  chairman  or  her  assistant  (for  convenience  the  state  was 
divided  into  three  districts  and  the  state  chairman  delegated  responsi- 
bility to  an  assistant  in  two  districts). 

The  responsitility  of  compilation  of  the  information  made  available  from 
these  schedules  was  assumed  by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Security, 
Division  for  the  Blind,  Through  the  facilities  of  the  Bureau  of  Research 
and  Statistics  the  material  was  transferred  to  Hollerith  punch  cards, 
tabulated,’  and  later  analyzed  for  use  in  the  planning  of  a program  for 
the  bl ind , 

The  tables  used  in  this  report  have  been  selected  with  the  hope  that 
pertinent,  factual  information  will  here  be  made  available  to  interested 
persons , 

It  was  necessary  to  have  Very  general  definitions  rather  than  using 
technical  classifications  such  as  could  be  used  in  a study  of  circum- 
stances involved  where  skilled  enumerators  were  filling  in  the  schedules. 
For  instance,  on  a state-wide  survey  such  as  this  it  did  not  seem  wise 
to  expect  an  enumerator  of  the  same  community  to  inquire  into  the  nature 
of  the  disease  which  caused  blindness.  Because  of  this  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  break  down  the  group  shown  as  "other  causes  of  blindness". 

This  classification  includes  blindness  caused  by  all  types  of  disease. 

The  information  regarding  occupations  could  not  be  obtained  on  a 
technical  basis  of  classification  such  as  occupation  and  industry.  Oc- 
cupations, both  previous  and  present,  were  given  very  generally,  such 
as  musician,  teacher,  laborer,  clerk,  etc.,  which  makes  it  impossible 
to  tabulate  for  the  purpose  of  comparisons  but  will  be  of  value  in  for- 
mulating plans  of  occupational  training. 
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PERSON 


A native-born  white  man  sixty  years  old, 
born  in  some  other  state,  who  is  married 
and  with  his  family  has  lived  in  the  State 
of  Washington  between  twenty- five  and  thirty 
years . 

A man  who  attended  regular  school  for  the 
seeing  through  the  eighth  grade,  who  has 
no  other  physical  handicap  than  blindness, 
and  who  though  totally  blind  now,  for  some 
reason  not  specified,  has  been  blind  less 
than  ten  years. 

A man  who  is  engaged  in  no  occupation,  nor 
has  had  special  training. 

A man  who  is  supported  by  means  of  public 
assistance  for  the  blind. 
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SURVEY  FINDINGS 


Discussion  in  this  section  of  the  report  is  divided  into  four  sections: 
(a)  general  social  characteristics;  (b)  factors  related  particularly  to 
blindness;  (c)  occupational  characteristics;  (d)  use  of  talking  book 
machine. 


A.  SOCIAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

NUIIBBR  The  purpose  of  this  survey' was  to  locate  every  blind  per- 

son in  tiie  State  of  Washington  and  to  obtain  information  such  as  indicat- 
ed by  the  schedule  shown  in  the  apnendix.  According  to  estimates  of  the 
U.S.  Census  Bureau,  one-tenth  of  one  percent  of  the  country's  population 
is  composed  of  blind  persons;  on  the  basis  of  the  state’s  estimated  1936 
population  of  1,643,000,  approximately  1,643  schedules  should  have  been 
returned.  The  findings  presented  in  the  following  pages  are  based  on 
1,370  schedules  received  from  thirty-eight  counties. ( l)  Spokane  County 
returned  175  schedules  too  late  for  tabulation  and.  it  is  thought  that 
approximately  200  blind  persons  were  not  reached  in  King  County,  but  the 
remaining  counties  appear  to  have  had  covered  at  least  ninety  percent  of 
their  blind  persons.  Therefore,  from  all  information  available  it  is 
estimated  that  the  State  of  Washington  has  approximately  1,900  blind  per- 
sons representing  twelve  hundredths  of  one  percent  of  the  total  population, 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  estimated  national  average. 

No  county  failed  to  report  the  presence  of  at  least  two  blind  persons, 
while  four  counties--King,  Pierce,  Yakima,  and  Snohomish--accounted  for 
approximately  half  the  blind  population  of  the  state. 

Lewis  County  reported  the  greatest  number  of  persons  per  10,000  population, 
21.21,  while  Asotin  County  reported  the  least  number,  2.30.  Little  re- 
liance can  be  placed  on  county  comparisons,  however,  since-  completeness 
of  coverage  within  the  county  mo.torially  affected  rates.  King  County 
ranked  30th  with  5.30  blind  persons  per  10,000  population,  but  this  is 
known  to  be  only  approximately  fifty  percent  correct.  Other  counties 
were  affected  likewise. 


5|<  sf:  5(c  jk  ^ 

AC-E  The  ago  range  of  blind  persons  in  the  state  was  from  three 

years  to  ninety-seven  years,  and  the  median  ago  was  sixty  years.  Approxi- 
mately three-fourths  of  the  so  people  were  fifty  years  of  age  or  over,  as 
shown  in  the  table  below. 


Number 

Percent 

ALL  AGES 

1,370 

100.0 

0-15  years 

110 

8.0 

16-49  " 

317 

23.2 

50-64  " 

347 

25.3 

65  & Over 

564 

41.2 

No  Report 

32 

2.3 

(l)  See  Aopcndix  Table  I. 
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Tho  single  five-year  age  group  with  the  greatest  number  of  persons  was 
the. t from  70  to  74  years  inclusive  (l),  and  the  most  frequunt  single  age 
vra.s  70  years. 


5(c  5j<  j(c 

SEX  Distribution  of  the  1,370  blind  persons  by  sox  showed  S44 

males  representing  61,6%  of  the  total  blind  population,  and  526  females 
representing  38. 4%.  Tho  total  state  population,  on  tho  basis  of  the  1936 
estimate  was  broken  down  into  52,8%  male,  and  47,2%  female,  so  that  a 
slightly  greater  proportion  of  the  blind  population  is  composed  of  fe- 
males than  is  true  for  the  total  population. 

* * * * * 


BIRTHPLACE  Approximately  three-fourths  of  the  blind  persons  we-e 

native-born,  one  fifth  were  f orcign-born,  and  one-eighth  did  not  report 
place  of  birth.  However,  only  twelve  percent  were  born  in  the  State  of 
Washington.  There  was  no  one  particular  section  of  the  United  States 
from  which  these  people  originated. 


Birthplr.ee 

Number 

Percen 

ALL  PERSONS 

1,370 

100.0 

Washington 

160 

11.7 

Other  States 

797 

58.2 

Foreign  Born 

259 

18.9 

No  Report 

154 

11.2 

4- 


Threc-f ourths  of  the  blind  persons  in  Washington  stated  they  had  lived  in 
the  state  ten  or  more  years,  and  of  the  other  fourth,  fifteen  percent  fail- 
ed to  answer  the  question. (2) 


***** 

RACE  Reports  on  the  race  of  blind  persons  were  not  complete,  but 

of  tnoso  reporting  96.8%  Wore  white,  2.0%  Indian,  and  1.2%  all  other. 
Distribution  of  the  total  state  population  into  the  above  race  groups 
is  as  follows:  97.2$  white,  0.7%  Indian,  2.1$  all  other.  This  compari- 

son indicates  a high  incidence  of  blindness  among  Indians,  and  in  addi- 
tion, it  is  thought  that  a higher  proportion  of  Indians  were  not  reached 
by  the  survey  than  was  true  for  the  state  as  a whole. 

* jfc  5j<  ^ 

EDUCATION  According  to  information  returned,  approximately  three- 

fifths  of  tho  blind  persons  attended  school  at  some  time.  Eighty-three 
persons  went  both  to  regular  and  to  blind  school.  Of  those  reported  as 
attending  a school  for  the  blind,  106  are  now  at  tho  State  School  Tor  the 
Blind  at  Vancouver.  Tho  following  table  shows  the  type  of  school  attend- 
ed by  tho  blind  persons  covered  in  the  study. 

(1)  See  Appendix  Table  II. 

(2)  Sec  Appendix  Table  V. 
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T^rpc  of  School 

Number 

Percent 

ALL  PERSONS 

1,370 

100.0 

Attended  School 

Regular  School  Only 

604 

44.1 

Blind  School  Only 

145 

10.6 

Both  Types  of  School 

. S3 

6.1 

Did  not  attend  School 

272 

19.8 

No  Report 

266 

19.4 

One-third  of  those  who  attended  a regular  school  for  seeing  persons  fail 
ed  to  report  the  highest  grade  which  they  completed,  but  another  third 
wore  known  to  have  completed  the  eighth  rradc,  and  approximately  ten  per 
cent  completed  high  school. (l) 

One-fourth  of  tho  persons  attending  a school  for  the  blind  did  not  in- 
dicate the  highest  grade  completed,  but  nearly  one-third  completed  grade 
school  and  approximately  fifteen  percent  completed  high  school.  However 
nearly  half  the  persons  reported  as  attending  a school  for  tho  blind  are 
now  at  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  at  Vancouver  and  arc  not  yet  old 
enough  to  have  completed  high  school. (2) 

3+C  5fC  * 

MARITAL  STATUS  Moro  than  one-third  of  the  blind  persons  con- 

tacted were  reported  as  being  married,  while  one-fourth  of  them  were 
widowed.  Approximately  one-third  were  single  persons,  but  one-fourth 
of  tho so  single  persons  were  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  The 
following  tabic  shows  tho  marital  status  of  the  people  considered  in 
this  report. 


Marital  Status 

Both 

Number 

Sexes 

Percent 

Male 

Female 

ALL  PERSONS 

1,370 

100.0 

844 

526 

Single 

451 

32.9 

318 

133 

Married 

466 

34.0 

309 

157 

Widowed 

313 

22.9 

124 

189 

Divorced 

63 

4.6 

45 

18 

Separated 

32 

2.3 

26 

6 

No  Report 

45 

3.3 

22 

23 

Fewer  women,  comparatively,  than  men  wore  separated  or  divorced,  while 
more  were  widowed.  A considerable  number  of  tho  women  have  lived  to 
bo  very  old  and  have  been  left  behind  by  their  husbands  who  have  in  all 
likelihood  died  of  natural  causes  at  an  advanced  ago. 

See  Appendix  Table  VI, 

Soo  Aopcndix  Table  VI I. 
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PHYSICAL  HANDICAP 


Information  regarding  physical  handicaps 
other  than  blindness  was  incomplete.  Approximately  one-third  each  re- 
ported some  physical  handicap  other  than  blindness,  no  other  physical 
handicap,  or  failed  to  report  at  all. 

Of  those  reporting  a physical  disability,  many  were  ill-defined  or 
vaguely  stated  conditions.  Several  persons  reported  parti.al  or  complete 
paralysis,  impairment  of  a limb,  and  partial  or  total  deafness.  The  list 
of  physical  disabilities  was  as  extensive  as  for  any  group  of  sighted 
persons. 

Less  than  two-thirds  of  the  persons  contented  indicated  the  most  recent 
date  of  eye  examination.  Of  the  875  who  did  answer,  799  had  been  examin- 
ed in  1934  or  more  recently.  An  eye  examination  is  required  in  connection 
with  the  receiving  of  blind  aid  under  public  assistance  for  the  blind. 

Not  one  person  indicated  that  ho  was  under  treatment  at  the  tine  con- 
tacted, hut  more  than  eighty-five  percent  answered  the  question. 

* * j;.  # * 


B.  FACTORS  RELATED  PARTICULARLY  TO  BLINDNESS 


DEGREE  There  arc  varying  degrees  of  blindness,  but  for  purposes 

of  comparison  in  this  survey  the  following  classifications  were  used: 

(a)  partial  blindness,  occuring  when  there  is  insufficient  sight  to  read 
large  type  with  the  aid  of  properly  fitted  glasses  hut  when  it  is  possible 
to  recognize  objects  at  close  range;  (b)  light  perception,  when  an  in- 
dividual can  recognize  a change  from  daylight  to  dark;  (c)  total  blind- 
ness, when  there  i s no  sight. 


The  following  table  shows 
of  blindness*  Two-fifths 


the  distributior  of  persons  according  to  degree 


ALL  PERSONS 

Partially  Blind 
Light  Perception 
Totally  Blind 
No  Report 

Total  blindness  increased  with  advancing 


under  thirty,  but  a largo  proportion  of  "partial”  blindness  in  the  same 
age  groups. (l) 


> c on  La 

cted  v/ere 

totally  blind. 

Lumber 

Percent 

1,370 

100.0 

350 

25.5 

4-20 

30.7 

5G0 

40.9 

40 

2.9 

; a e. 

Only  nine 

persons  in  the 

d as  totally  bli: 

nd.  There  was 

ft  perception"  in 

the  ape  groups 

(l)  See  Apocndix  Trible  II. 
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REASONS  Due  to  the  method  ty  which  inf or mat i on  on  blind  persons 

in  Washington  was  obtained,  it  was  impossible  to  secure  exact  and  refined 
data  regarding  the  reason  for  blindness.  Only  very  general  classifications 
were  employed.  About  ten  percent  have  been  blind  since  birth,  and  of  these, 
one-fourth  were  born  within  the  past  twenty  years.  Only  male s -reported 
blindness  Resulting  from  industrial  accidents,  and  but  fourteen  women  re- 
ported that  their  blindness  was  caused  by  any  type  of  accident.  All  those 
who  became  blind  because  of  a disease  condition  were  grouped  together, 

Belov/  is  a table  showing  these  reasons  classified  by  degree  of  blindness. 


Total 

Totally  Light  Per- 

Partially 

Reason 

Number 

Percent 

Blind 

ception 

Blind 

N.R. 

ALL  REASONS 

1,370 

100.0 

560 

420 

350 

40 

Since  Birth 

121 

8.8 

52 

35 

34 

0 

Industrial  Accident 

57 

4.1 

31 

11 

14 

1 

Other  Accident 

103 

7.5 

43 

33 

24 

3 

Others 

932 

68.1 

387 

334 

109 

12 

No  Report 

157 

11.5 

47 

7 

79 

24 

Most  persons  blinded  by  industrial  accidents  wore  totally  blind,  but  total 
blindness  did  not  result  so  frequently  from  other  typos  of  accidents. 
Approximately  two-fifths  of  persons  blinded  from  "Other"  causes,  includ- 
ing diseases,  were  totally  blind  and  another  two- fifths  had  light  percep- 
tion only.  With  each  older  five-year  ago  group  there  were  an  increasing 
number  of  blind  persons,  and  the  proportion  of  those  becoming  blind  from 
"Other"  reasons,  notably  disease,  increased  at  an  even  greater  rate.  The 
large  number  of  (l)  no  reports  in  tho  ago  groups  up  to  twenty  years  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  reasons  for  blindness  wero  not  obtained  for  students 
at  tho  State  School  for  the  Blind, 


* * :(=  * * 


YEaRS  BLIND  Approximately  four-fifths  of  the  blind  persons  stated 

how  long  they  have  been  blind.  However,  nearly  half  of  the  1,370  persons 
contacted  had  been  blind  less  than  ten  years,  and  sixty-five  percent  had 
been  blind  less  than  twenty  years.  Two-thirds  of  all  blind  persons  wero 
either  born  blind  in  this  State  :r  became  blind  after  their  arrival, (2) 

Occurrence 

of 


Blindness 

Number 

Percent 

ALL  PERSONS 

1,370 

100.0 

Before  coming  to 

State 

238 

17.4 

Since  coming  to 
State 

911 

66,5 

(Inc.  those  b^rn 

here ) 

No  Report 

221 

16.1 

(1)  Sec  Appendix  Table  III* 

(2)  Sec  Appendix  Tables  IV  & V, 
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MEANS  OF  SUPPORT  Three -fifths  of  the  blind  persons  contacted  were 

supported  through  public  assistance  grants  made  to  needy  blind  persons , 
ten  percent  by  some  other  form  of  relief,  fifteen  percent  by  their  relatives. 
Less  than  ten  percent  supported  themselves  through  their  own  earnings, 
industrial  compensation  or  savings,  and  another  ten  percent  failed  to  report. 
Only  six  out  of  fifty-seven  persons  blinded  through  industrial  accidents 
received  industrial  compensation,  while  thirty-seven  of  them  received  blind 
grants  o r some  other  form  of  relief.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  persons 
blinded  by  accident  other  than  industrial  and  by  "other"  reasons  were 
recipients  of  blind  grants,  (l) 

As  might  be  expected,  a greater  proportion  of  partially  blind  persons 
supported  themselves  by  their  own  earnings  than  any  other  group.  On  the 
other  hand,  more  of  this  group  proportionately  were  dependent  for  support 
upon  their  relatives.  (2) 


***** 

LIVING  ARRANGEMENTS  More  than  one -half  of  the  blind  persons  contacted 

were  living  with  their  own  families,  while  nearly  one -fifth  either  kept 
house  alone  or  lived  by  themselves  in  a hotel  or  rooming  house.  Approxi- 
mately eight  percent  lived  in  an  institution  for  the  blind,  in  this  instance 
the  State  School  for  the  Blind,  and  another  three  percent  in  other  institu- 
tions. Less  than  one  percent  were  reported  as  living  cooperatively  with 
other  blind  persons.  Half  of  the  blind  persons  keeping  house  alone  were 
sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older,  while  throe-fourths  of  them  living  in 
institutions  other  than  for  the  blind  wore  sixty-five  or  older.  On  the 
other  hand,  four -fifths  of  the  blind  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  were  reported  as  living  at  the  State  School  for  the  Blind,  while  the 
other  fifth  lived  either  with  their  own  family  or  with  relatives . (3) 

***** 


C.  OCCUPATIONAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

OCCUPATION  Information  regarding  the  present  occupation  of  persons 

contacted  was  incomplete,  but  two-fifths  of  those  sixteen  years  of  age  or 
over  reported  no  occupation  and  another  two-fifths  failed  to  answer  the 
question.  Of  the  remaining  250,  118  (all  women)  were  engaged  in  domestic 
or  personal  service.  In  all  likelihood  they  were  housewives.  Twenty-eight, 
or  one-fifth,  were  reported  as  engaged  in  some  professional  service,  another 
fifth  were  students. 

Less  than  three  percent  more  persons  in  the  age  group  65  and  over  reported 
"no  occupation"  than  for  either  the  I6-U9  year  or  the  50-64  year  group. 
However,  considerably  more  in  the  older  age  group  failed  to  report  on 
occupation.  (4) 

(1)  See  Appendix  Table  IX. 

(2)  See  Appendix  Table  X. 

(3)  See  Appendix  Table  VIII. 

(4)  See  Appendix  Table  XI. 
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Very  few  persons  indicated  that  they  had  received  any  special  training, 
hut  of  those  who  did,  the  most  common  type  of  training  was  in  the  crafts, 
followed  in  order  by  professional  and  musical  training. 

Approximately  250  persons  indicated  some  type  of  work  or  training  which 
they  would  like  to  pursue.  One-third  of  them  expressed  a desire  for  train- 
ing in  the  crafts,  one -fifth  desired  professional  training  of  some  sort, 
and  another  fifth  would  like  musical  instructions.  Three  persons  wanted 
to  be  trained  to  operate  magazine  stands. 

***** 


D.  TALKING  BOOK  MACHINES 

TALKING  BOOK  Questions  regarding  the  present  use  of  or  interest 

in  talking  book  machines  were  included  in  the  schedule.  General  lack  of 
knowledge  of  this  device  is  advanced  as  a reason  for  the  relatively  few 
replies  received,  more  than  one-third  failing  to  answer. 

Only  a small  number  of  persons  indicated  that  they  had  the  use  of  a talk- 
ing bonk  machine  at  the  time  they  were  contacted.  Of  those  who  did  not  have 
a machine,  580  or  one-half  indicated  their  interest  in  having  the  use  of  one, 
one -third  failed  to  answer,  and  one -fourth  definitely  stated  a lack  of 
interest  in  such  a device. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  now  using  a talking  book 


machine . 

Both 

Sexes 

Use  of  Talking  Book 

Number 

Percent 

Male 

Female 

ALL  PERSONS 

1,370 

100.0 

844 

526 

Yes 

92 

6.7 

60 

32 

No 

816 

59.6 

500 

316 

No  Report 

462 

33.7 

284 

178 

According  to  information  from  the  distributing  library  in  this  State, 
there  are  at  present  approximately  150  talking  book  machines  loaned  to 
persons  throughout  the  State.  It  is  estimated  that  around  fifty  blind 
persons  own  their  machines. 

The  names  and  addresses  of  persons  who  expressed  interest  in  the  use  of 
these  machines  are  on  file  with  the  Department  of  Social  Security  at 
Olympia,  and  may  be  obtained  upon  request. 
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SUMMARY.*  RECOMMENDATIONS 


SUMMARY  On  the  basis  of  information  obtained  from  blind  persons 

by  tho  Junior  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  the  present  situation  appears 
to  be  the.  t: 

1.  There  is  a gre  ter  proportion  of  blind  persons  in  the  state 
than  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

2.  Blindness  is  present  in  all  age  groups,  extending  from  throe 
years  of  age  up  to  ninety-seven  years,  but  there  are  fewer 
persons  proportionately  in  the  younger  age  groups  and  the 
median  ago  for  the  entire  group  is  sixty  years. 

3.  The  groat  majority  of  those  people,  though  native-born,  came 
to  Washington  from  some  other  part  of  the  country  from  twenty 
to  thirty  years  ago,  during  the  period  of  greatest  expa.nsion 
in  the  state's  population,  but  have  been  blind  on  the  average, 
less  than  ten  years* 

4.  Nearly  three-fifths  of  the  persons  contacted  were  dependent 
for  support  on  public  assistance  for  the  blind,  and  forty- 
seven  percent  of  the  total  estimated  blind  population  was 
known  to  be  dependent  upon  reli. ef,  while  fifty-three  percent 
either  supported  themselves  or  were  cared  for  by  relatives* 

5.  The  number  of  persons  blind  at  birth  has  decreased  rapidly 
in  the  past  twenty  years,  until  only  two  children  under  five 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  study  were  reported  as  having 
been  blind  at  birth. 

6.  Although  the  group  as  a whole  completed  only  the  eighth  grade 
in  school,  persons  in  the  younger  ago  groups  are  attending 
special  schools  for  the  blind.  Over  half  of  all  persons  who 
went  to  a blind  school  are  young  people  now  at  the  State  School 
for  the  Blind  in  Vancouver. 

7.  In  spite  of  blindness  and  advanced  years  comparatively  few 
have  other  physical  handicaps. 

8.  At  tho  present  time,  the  proportion  of  the  group  16-49  years 
of  age  having  no  occupation  is  as  great  as  that  for  cither 
of  tho  other  older  age  groups;  nor  have  they  had  special 
training  which  would  equip  them  to  become  at  least  partially 
self-supporting. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  Recommendations  are  offered  on  the  following:  

1.  Placement  of  talking  hooks.  Through  the  survey  it  was  shown  that 

there  are  580  blind  persons  who  would  enjoy  the  talking  books  but 

who  have  hot  had  the  opportunity  because  they  do  not  have  the  talking 
book  machine.  These  talking  books  are  most  enjoyable  to  persons  whose 
pastime  was  reading  prior  to  losing  their  sight  and  who  now  find  the 
learning  of  Braille  too  difficult.  The  placing  of  talking  book  machines 
is  making  possible  real  recreation,  and  extension  of  this  service  is 
urged. 

2.  Vocational  training.  From  the  information  given  in  the  schedules 

it  was  found  that  there  is  a real  desire  on  the  part  of  a large  number 
in  the  younger  and  middle  age  groups  to  have  training  which  will  make 

it  possible  for  them  to  be  wholly  or  partially  independent.  This  is  a 
challenge  to  provide  training  along  the  lines  of  individual  ability. 

3.  Register  of  the  blind.  The  schedules  should  bo  used  as  the  basis 

for  establishing  a permanent  register  of  the  blind.  This  register  should 
provide  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  who  could  be  benefited  by  the 
services  of  home  teachers.  It  should  be  a responsibility  of  the  home 
teachers  to  supply  additional  schedules  as  newly  blinded  or  other  blind 
persons,  from  the  ten  percent  which  it  is  estimated  are  not  covered  in  the 
survey,  are  known  to  them.  Current  information  as  shown  in  the  schedules 
would  then  be  available  at  all  times. 

4.  Prevention.  Sufficient  information  regarding  eye  treatment  is 

not  available  from  the  schedules  but  the  number  of  cases  shown  under 
"other  causes  of  blindness"  points  to  the  need  of  further  study  and 
obviously  a plan  for  diagnosis  and  treatment.  Those  in  the  younger 
groups  show  a majority  of  partially  blind  while  in  the  age  group  the 
majority  are  totally  blind.  It  is  a logical  conclusion  then  that  proper 
treatment  and  care  of  the  eyes  in  this  younger  group  will  tend  to  lessen 
the  percentage  of  totally  blind  in  the  older  age  groups  in  the  years  to 
come. 

CONCLUSION  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS  The  survey  was  made  in  an  effort  to 

point  the  way  in  planning  and  establishing  an  adequate  program  for  the  blind. 

From  this  material  it  is  evident  that  any  program  which  evolves  must  include 

three  definite  responsibilities: 

1.  The  care  of  the  age  group  of  blind  through  public  assistance. 

2.  The  training  and  placing  in  industry  of  the  group  between 
twenty-one  and  forty-nine  and  a part  of  the  group  between 
fifty  and  sinty-four. 

3.  The  making  available  of  eye  treatments  when  needed  so  that  the 
percentage  of  totally  blind  in  later  years  will  be  decreased. 

A program  of  prevention  and  community  education  for  care  of  the 
eyes  so  that  the  State  of  Washington  will  not  only  not  have  more 
than  the  national  average  percentage  of  blind,  but  will  have 
shown  that  even  one -tenth  of  one  percent  blindness  is  unnecessary. 
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(All  tables  are  based  on  reports  from  thirty-eight  counties. 

Spokane  not  included. ) 
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TABLE  I 

NUMBER  BY  SEX  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  COUNTIES  OF  BLIND  PERSONS 

IN  WASHINGTON 
19  3 7 


County 

— . — ■ — — — — — — 

TotaJ 

Male 

Female 

Number  Per  10,000  Est. 
1936  Population 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Rank 

STATE 

1,370 

100.0 

844 

526 

9.21 

Adams 

2 

0.1 

2 

0 

2.85 

36 

Asotin 

2 

0.1 

2 

0 

2.30 

38 

Benton 

18 

1.3 

10 

8 

15.84 

6 

Chelan 

31 

2.3 

20 

11 

8.75 

20 

Clallam 

30 

2.3 

20 

10 

12.66 

12 

Clark 

75 

5.6 

45 

30 

16.33 

5 

Columbia 

6 

0.4 

4 

2 

11.93 

13 

Cowlitz 

6o 

4.4 

32 

28 

17.17 

4 

Douglas 

7 

0.5 

4 

3 

8.63 

21 

Ferry 

2 

0.1 

1 

1 

4.53 

31 

Franklin 

5 

0.4 

4 

1 

7.79 

23 

Garfield 

3 

0.2 

3 

0 

8.23 

22 

Grant 

3 

0.2 

2 

1 

3.70 

33 

Grays  Harbor 

45 

3.3 

30 

15 

7.69 

24 

Island 

11 

0.8 

6 

5 

17.61 

3 

Jefferson 

5 

0.4 

2 

3 

5.57 

29 

King 

269# 

19.6 

181 

88 

5.30 

30 

Kitsap 

38 

2.8 

27 

11 

12.75 

11 

Kittitas 

20 

1.4 

14 

6 

10.69 

18 

Klickitat 

3 

0.2 

2 

1 

3.00 

35 

Lewis 

86 

6.3 

41 

45 

21.21 

1 

Lincoln 

3 

0.2 

2 

1 

2.68 

31 

Mason 

14 

1.0 

9 

5 

13.46 

8 

Okanogan 

16 

1.2 

12 

4 

7.46 

25 

Pacific 

17 

1.3 

10 

7 

11.37 

14 

Pend  Oreille 

5 

0.4 

4 

1 

6.74 

27 

Pierce 

182 

13.3 

121 

61 

10.88 

16 

San  Juan 

2 

0.1 

2 

0 

6.90 

26 

Skagit 

22 

1.5 

15 

7 

6.17 

28 

Skamania 

7 

0.5 

3 

4 

17.63 

2 

Snohomish 

106 

7.7 

64 

42 

13.36 

9 

Spokane 

0* 

0.0 

0 

0 

0.00 

39 

Stevens 

7 

0.5 

5 

2 

3.80 

32 

Thurston 

45 

3.3 

24 

21 

13.33 

10 

Wahkiakum 

4 

0.3 

3 

1 

10.02 

19 

Walla  Walla 

31 

2.3 

15 

16 

10.81 

17 

Whatcom 

67 

4.9 

42 

25 

11.35 

15 

Whitman 

10 

0.7 

8 

2 

3.67 

34 

Yakima 

111 

8.1 

53 

58 

13.51 

7 

# King,  not  completely  covered. 

* Spokane,  175  schedules  returned  too  late  to  he  included  in  report. 
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TABLE  II. 


DEGREE  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  FIVE  YEAR  AGE  GROUPS 

OF  BLIND  PERSNONS  IN  WASHINGTON. 

19  3 7 


Age 

Total 

Totally 

Blind 

Light 

Perception 

Partially 

Blind 

No 

Report 

Number 

Percent 

Both 

M 

F 

ALL  AGES 

1,370 

844 

526 

100.0 

560 

420 

350 

40 

0-4  Years 

2 

1 

1 

0.1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5-9  " 

35 

23 

12 

2.6 

9 

4 

21 

1 

10-14  ” 

57 

28 

29 

4.2 

14 

3 

40 

15-19  '• 

54 

29 

25 

4.0 

21 

6 

27 

20-24  " 

41 

29 

12 

3.0 

20 

9 

11 

1 

25-29  " 

38 

24 

14 

2.8 

18 

11 

9 

30-34  " 

38 

30 

8 

2.8 

18 

10 

8 

2 

35-39  " 

41 

28 

13 

3.0 

19 

8 

12 

2 

40-44  " 

56 

35 

21 

4.1 

25 

21 

9 

1 

45-49  " 

65 

45 

20 

4.8 

32 

20 

12 

1 

50-54  " 

92 

61 

31 

6.7 

42 

30 

19 

1 

55-59  " 

119 

86 

33 

8.7 

45 

4l 

29 

4 

60-64  " 

136 

85 

51 

10.0 

67 

40 

27 

2 

65-69  " 

132 

76 

56 

9.6 

58 

48 

23 

3 

70-74  " 

149 

88 

6l 

10.8 

54 

50 

42 

3 

75-79  " 

135 

71 

64 

9.8 

49 

56 

28 

2 

80  & over 

148 

87 

61 

10.7 

6l 

55 

27 

5 

No  Report 

32 

18 

14 

2.3 

8 

6 

6 

12 
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TABLE  III 

REASON  FOR  BLINDNESS  BY  SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  FIVE  YEAR  AGE  GROUPS 

OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  WASHINGTON 
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TABLE  IV 

NUMBER  BY  FOUR  AGE  GROUPS  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  NUMBER  OF  YEARS  BLIND 

OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  WASHINGTON 
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TABLE  V 

LENGTH  OF  RESIDENCE  LN  STATE  BY  SEX  CLASSIFIED  BY  YEAR  OF  fCtf 
OF  BLINDNESS  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  WASHINGTON. 
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TABLE  VI 


NUMBER.  OF  PERSONS  BY  SEX  ATTENDING  REGULAR  SCHOOL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION 
BY  HIGHEST  GRADE  COMPLETED  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  WASHINGTON 


19  3 7 


Highest  Grade 
Completed 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Number 

Percont 

ALL  GRADES 

687 

100.0 

440 

247 

First  Grade 

25 

3.6 

12 

13 

Second  " 

23 

3.4 

11 

12 

Third  " 

51 

7.4 

35 

16 

Fourth  " 

41 

6.0 

28 

13 

Fifth  " 

37 

5.4 

24 

13 

Sixth  " 

43 

6.3 

26 

17 

Seventh  ,r 

35 

5.1 

23 

12 

Eighth  " 

144 

20.9 

97 

47 

Ninth  " 

9 

1.3 

5 

4 

Tenth  " 

7 

1.0 

5 

2- 

Eleventh  " 

2 

0.3 

1 

1 

High  School 

62 

9.0 

43 

19 

No  Report 

208 

30.3 

130 

78 

TABLE  VII 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  BY  SEX  ATTENDING  A SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  PMD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION 
BY  HIGHEST  GRADE  COMPLETED  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  WASHINGTON 


19  3 7 


Highest  Grade 
Completed 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Number 

Percent 

ALL  GRADES 

228 

100.0 

141 

87 

First  Grade 

21 

9.2 

14 

7 

Second  " 

15 

6.6 

6 

9 

Third 

13 

5.7 

9 

4 

Fourth  " 

15 

6.6 

7 

8 

Fifth  " 

12 

5.3 

5 

7 

Sixth  " 

6 

2.6 

4 

2 

Seventh  " 

15 

6.6 

12 

3 

Eighth  ” 

16 

7.0 

11 

5 

Ninth  " 

11 

4.8 

6 

5 

Tenth 

11 

4.8 

4 

7 

Eleventh  " 

6 

2.6 

2 

4 

High  School 

30 

13.2 

21 

9 

No  Report 

57 

25.0 

40 

17 
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TABLE  VIII 

LIVING  ARRANGEMENTS  BY  SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  FOUR  AGE  GROUPS 
OF  BLIND  PERSONS  IN  WASHINGTON. 
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JUNIOR  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN’S  CLUBS 
WASHINGTON  STATE  BLIND  SURVEY  - SCHEDULE 
November,  1936 


1.  Name 

(Surname ) 


(Given  Name) 


3.  Sex:  M F 


2,  Address 


4.  Age: 


5,  Race:  W N Other 

(Specify) 

6,  Birth  Place  

(State  or  Country) 

7,  Number  years  in  this  State  

8,  Marital  Status:  S_^ M Wid. 

Div,  Sep,  

9,  Reason  for  Blindness: 

Since  Birth,  

Industrial  Accident.  , , 

Other  Accident  , , , , , 

Other,  , . 


10*  Degree  of  Blindness:' 

Totally  Blind.  . . . . . 
Light  Perception  only.  . 
Partially  blind  #.  . . . 

11.  Other  handicaps:  


12.  Number  of  years  blind.  . . 

13.  Number  of  children  under  21  

14.  Now  under  treatment:  Yes  No 

If  not,  date  of  last  exam.  


15.  How  supported: 

By  own  earnings  .... 

. By  relatives 

From  other  sources  (Specify) 

16.  Attended  school  for  seeing  Yes_No 

Highest  grade  completed 

17.  Attended  school  far  blind:  Yes  No 

Highest  grade  completed 

18.  Read  raised  type:  Yes No  

19.  Has  this  person  use  of  talking 

book:  Yes No  ___ 

20.  Would  this  person  enjoy  use  of 

talking  book:  Yes No 

21.  Living  with: 

Keeping  house  alone,  . , . 

Living  alone  in  rooming  house  or 

hotel.  ........  . 

Living  with  own  family  . • ______ 

Living  with  other  relatives 

Institutions  for  blind  . . _____ 

Other  institutions  . . , , 

Coopa* at ively  living  with  other 

blind  person  

Other  (specify  


22,  Occupational  History: 


OCCUPATION* 

INDUSTRY** 

Present  Occupation 

Last  Before  Blindness 

Specially  trained  for 

23.  What  line  of  work  or  training  would  this  person  like  to  pursue: 


24.  Other  members  of  the  family  who  have  greatly  impaired  vision: 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

RELATIONSHIP 

! 

i 

# Having  more  than  light  perception  but  unable  to  read  with  the  aid  of  glasses. 

* Occupation:  Trimmer,  salesman,  lawyer,  laborer.  **  Industry:  Broom  factory, 

glass  factory,  grocery  store,  steam  railroad.  | 


i 
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BLIND  CENSUS  CARD  - STATE  OF  WASHINGTON 

If  you  know  of  a blind  person,  please  fill  out  this  card  and  re- 
turn immediately. 

Name 


Address 

Sex 

Color 

Ago. 

Name 

Name  and  Address  of 

person  filling  out  this  card: 

Address 

Include  any  person  whose  eyesight  is  so  impaired  that  he  is 
unable  to  read  oven  with  the  aid  of  glasses. 


The  above  census  card,  printed  on  a return  postal  card,  is  to  be 
distributed  to  all  service  clubs,  organizations  and  interested  in- 
dividuals, etc,  (see  instructions  to  local  chairman).  It  may  also 
bo  printed  in  local  newspapers.  Those  cards  serve  as  the  local 
office  file  for  all  persons  to  be  contacted.  Upon  receipt  of  the 
cards,  the  local  chairman  will  file  thorn  alphabetically,  being 
caroful  that  all  duplicates  are  clipped  or  stapled  together. 
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